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Fetter Lane

London 
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cc. Sian Evans of Weightmans LLP, 100 Old Hall Road Liverpool L3 9QJ

Dear Sir
Re: Restrictive covenant 1 – 57 St George’s Court, Wrotham, Kent. TN15 7DN
This letter is written by Wrotham Parish Council in support of the Objectors to the modifying of the restrictive covenant application at the above referenced address. We are elected Members who are mandated to represent our parishioners

A very happy community of elderly and vulnerable people was destroyed by the heartless actions of Circle Russets. (Clarion PLC ). St Georges Court was the centre hub of several other over 55 communities of differing occupation tenancy models. Consequently, this had a similar effect outside of St Georges Court where many of the residents surrounding St Georges Court were no longer able to enjoy the close community that previously existed, nor were they able to continue to enjoy the various activities that took place in the community hall which was the central social hub for this demographic group and was open to all.

Wrotham Village has a higher percentage of affordable housing than all of the surrounding villages and most of West Kent and also has an ageing demographic, creating a demand from elderly villagers in existing affordable housing to move into warden assisted accommodation in the village to remain close to their families. This is now lacking in our community with the result that social tenancy families are now separated geographically. This isolation of the elderly adds a social burden to the already over stretched care system. This is counter to the ethos of social housing providers like Clarion PLC.  
Wrotham is a very sustainable and appropriate location for a facility such as St Georges Court and the protective covenants should be enforced to ensure that those in the immediate area of St Georges Court may still choose to benefit from its services when the time comes that they may require supported housing.

There are two pubs with interesting food options, a restaurant, and a shop within walking distance. The shop will deliver food, papers etc to St George’s Court as will several of the stores in Borough Green, the local service centre which is a mile to the south of Wrotham. There is a large GP practise in Borough Green which provided a prescription delivery service to St Georges Court along with nurses to inoculate the community of elders in the central hall. A Post Office is also available in Borough Green and there are busses from Wrotham High Street to the train station to the north of Borough Green. There is a community coffee morning in St George’s Church every Tuesday that is well attended by both the elderly and many other parishioners. The local PCSO and KCC warden will usually attend this event to touch base with parishioner’s issues.

There is a bowls club next to the Bull Hotel and an active croquet league in the summer months. There is the Historic Society which regularly has guest speakers, a bi-annual Arts Festival as well as a Summer and Christmas Fayre. Every December the Christmas Fayre organised the Morris Men and a Scout and Guide Band to put on special performances at St George’s Court in the central Communal Hall until closure.
Wrotham Parish Council is of the opinion that there remains a significant need and demand for supported accommodation for affordable housing tenants within the village. In particular the central community hall was pivotal in providing the infrastructure to deliver space for the following activities.
1. Social interaction and entertainment for this community. For example, our local Morris Men would include the hall for their dances and short plays when they perform around the village.

2. Physio therapists often provided guided stretch exercises that were appropriate for this demographic.

3. Nurses from the medical practise used the hall as a space to inoculate local elderly residents for flu, shingles and other viruses
4. Fish and chip nights and general companionship. 

It is therefore crucial that the centre of our communities of elders keeps the covenant. It would also keep our elderly social tenants within Wrotham where they can be supported by their families.
Yours sincerely
Lesley Cox

Clerk, Wrotham Parish Council
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